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Austria-Israel Academic Network Innsbruck
AIANI was founded in 2013 by the University of Innsbruck as a research network to promote
academic collaboration and exchange between the University of Innsbruck and universities
and research institutions in Israel. AIANI is the first research network of its kind in Austira and
provides support for faculty and students of all departments and schools.
Funding opportunities of AIANI include the AIANI Guest Professor position as well as AIANI
Fellows. These are research and teaching stays for Israeli academics and researchers to
collaborate with their colleagues at the University of Innsbruck.
AIANI also provides practical support and services for research and teaching stays of University
of Innsbruck staff at partner universities and research institutions in Israel.
Furthermore, AIANI assists faculty and students concerning information regarding visa,
accommodation, travel, integration into the university community, etc.
AIANI additionally provides logistical and financial support in form of AIANI Grants for joint
research and teaching projects, joint conferences and publications.
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AIANI report of the year 2021 - PREFACE
Dear friends and supporters of AIANI,
All hopes were high at the end of 2020 that 2021 will become a more “normal” year, where we all
could return to our “normal” lives, where projects could be taken up and international mobility
would rise again. But the pandemic continued to interfere with our personal and professional
lives as well as with all international activities in higher education.
Despite these dire circumstances and despite another year that was measured in “waves” instead
of months, AIANI was able to carry out a good number of projects and activities together with
our partners in Israel. It became the “new normal” to hold meetings online, to plan projects with
flexible dates, and to plan and postpone, and reschedule. Another challenging year, but with
many highlights nevertheless. We were especially happy to being able to restart the student
abroad semester for the winter semester 2021/2022. We were able to nearly equal out numbers of incoming and outgoing students for the very first time! A goal of AIANI from the very
beginning of the program five years ago. 16 Innsbruck students went to Israel for the semester,
and we could welcome 18 Israeli students to the University of Innsbruck in October 2021. What
a joy to see that the young people embarked on such a journey despite the uncertain times.
AIANI – together with our many great partners – was also able to take advantage of every phase
of lightened corona regulations, lockdowns etc., especially in spring 2021 and into the winter
semester 2021/2022. This way, an excursion with the European Forum at the Hebrew University
of Jerusalem could take place in June/July 2021 (see page 12 - 13), as well as a good number of
AIANI-Fellowships to the University of Innsbruck.
In November 2021, we were also able to open a photo exhibition and lecture series on the topic
“Promised Land - Israel Between Vision and Reality”. A special highlight and first time project,
organized with partners at the Medical University Innsbruck, the Department of Contemporary
History and the Theological Faculty at the University of Innsbruck. The photo exhibition will
remain open to the public well into 2022 (see page 19).
We would like to thank all our partners in Israel, Austria and the world for their continued
commitment to our cause. We want to also thank our audience at guest lectures, the students
as well as staff of the University of Innsbruck and all colleagues at our partner institutions in
Israel for their flexibility and patience. It´s a pleasure to work with you and alongside you!
With best wishes for 2022!
For the AIANI-Team
Dr. Marion Wieser
Coordinator
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Keynote and Discussion “Israel in der Pandemie“, March 24, 2021
”Israel during the Pandemic - Politics, Current Affairs And Rising Antisemitism” – was the title
of an online event hosted by the „StudierendenvertreterInnen Geschichte - StV Geschichte“
(Students‘ Union for History) at the University of Innsbruck and AIANI on March 24, 2021.
Dr. Noam Zadoff, Assistant Professor in Israel Studies at the Department of Contemporary
History, welcomed over 30 participants and outlined three current topics in the recent discussion around Israel: The pandemic, Israeli politics and antisemitism in Europe. His introductory
remarks were followed by a lively discussion.
Interest and attendance were high as a complex discussion on sensitive topics enfolded, both
verbally and in the online chat. Students as well as external participants took part in this exchange. Many issues, for example the very recent Knesset election, Israel‘s vaccination program
and feminism in Israel, were discussed.
The representatives of the Students’ Union for History in Innsbruck expressed special thanks
to everyone who participated and especially to Dr. Zadoff, who enabled an open, honest and
objective discussion and contributed greatly to the success of the event.
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Guest Lecture by Dr. Rebekka Grossmann, The Hebrew
University of Jerusalem, on “Zionistische Sichtbarkeiten:
Fotografie und Nation in Palästina“, April 12, 2021 - online
On April 12, 2021, Dr. Rebekka Grossman from the Rosenzweig Minerva Research Center for
German-Jewish Literature and Cultural History at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem held an
online guest lecture by invitation of Dr. Noam Zadoff, Department of Contemporary History
at the University of Innsbruck.
Under the title “Zionistische Sichtbarkeiten: Fotografie und
Nation in Palästina“, Dr. Grossmann outlined that photography, as well as visual art in general, would be repeatedly
attributed a strengthening, ideology-supporting function
in Zionist historiography. The lecture presented photography as a negotiating space for various visions of a future
Jewish state in mandate-era Palestine. This medium´s role
can only be understood in the context of the transnational
exchange of images and ideas between Europe and Palestine. It offers new insights into the debates about different
conceptions of Jewish statehood in the 1920s and 1930s.
The protagonists of this „history of ideas of the visual“ were
photographers, propagandists, and photo agents for whom
photography became a form of expression for different
formulations of statehood and nationhood.
The lecture provided insights into their expectations and the challenges they faced, but also
into the possibilities that photography offered them as a political language.
Dr. Grossmann completed her PhD at the Hebrew University in spring 2020 on the topic of
photography and nation in mandate-era Palestine. Before that, she studied history, political
science, and Jewish studies at the Universities of Freiburg and Oxford. Parts of her project
were published in the journal Jewish Social Studies and the Leo Baeck Institute Yearbook. Her
postdoctoral project turns to the history of Jewish humanitarianism after 1945.
The well-attended lecture was moderated by Dr. Zadoff.
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Guest Lecture by Prof. Csaba Nikolenyi, Azrieli Institute of Israel
Studies at Concordia University in Montreal (Canada), on “Israeli
Party System at Crossroads? Electoral Politics and Coalition
Government, 2019-2021“, April 21, 2021 - online
In collaboration with the Department of Political Science and the Department of Contemporary
History at the University of Innsbruck, AIANI hosted an online guest lecture by Prof. Csaba Nikolenyi from the Azrieli Institute of Israel Studies at Concordia University in Montreal (Canada).
The lecture “Israeli Party System at Crossroads? Electoral Politics and Coalition Government, 2019-2021” took place on April
21, 2021 and focused on past and current elections in Israel and
the fragmented party system.
Prof. Martin Senn, Head of the Department of Political Science
at the University of Innsbruck, welcomed the participants.
Prof. Nikolenyi pointed out various reasons why the past Israeli
elections have all become inconclusive in his talk. He suggested
that the answers lie in the convergence of the fundamental
tensions in the coalition, the Covid-19 pandemic, the institutional changes and finally, political personalization taking place
in Israeli party politics.
Prof. Nikolenyi claimed that the main source of Israel’s crisis of governability may be the decay
and de-institutionalization of the party system. Possible solutions could come from a leadership change in the political party Likud or a direct election of the prime minister in the future.
Following Prof. Nikolenyi’s talk, Dr. Noam Zadoff opened the Q&A session.
Around 50 participants from Canada, Israel and Austria followed this online lecture.

© Wikimedia
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AIANI Information Session and Talk on Current Events in Israel,
with Dr. Noam Zadoff, May 25, 2021 - online
Given the precarious situation in Israel and the violence that erupted due to the conflict with
Gaza in spring 2021, AIANI organized an online talk for interested students to discuss this very
sensitive topic. Students had the chance to ask questions and discuss recent developments
of the conflict with Dr. Noam Zadoff, Assistant Professor of Israel Studies at the University of
Innsbruck.
Noam Zadoff started off by
talking about the history
of Israel and giving information on the background
of the conflict between Israelis and Palestinians. He
said: “The current outbreak
of conflict between Israelis
and Palestinians has deep
roots in the shared history
of the two nations. At the
same time, the scope of
this discord is not limited to
the Middle East; it also affects our society in Europe
and stimulates thoughts on
justice and responsibility,
especially in relation to our
own complex Jewish-Aust© Wikimedia
rian history.”
Noam Zadoff started off by talking about the history of Israel and giving information on the
background of the conflict between Israelis and Palestinians. He said: “The current outbreak
of conflict between Israelis and Palestinians has deep roots in the shared history of the two
nations. At the same time, the scope of this discord is not limited to the Middle East; it also
affects our society in Europe and stimulates thoughts on justice and responsibility, especially
in relation to our own complex Jewish-Austrian history.”
The high attendance rate showed the strong interest in this issue. The students asked a lot of
questions and a lively interaction took place.
AIANI is planning on organizing similar events on a more regular basis in the future.

• 10

AIANI - Activity Report 2021

Visit of H.E. Mordechai Rodgold, Ambassador of the State of Israel
to Austria, June 23, 2021
It was a great pleasure for the University of Innsbruck and for AIANI especially, to welcome H.E.
Ambassador Mordechai Rodgold and his wife in June 23, 2021 for a short visit at the university.
It was the first visit of Ambassador Rodgold in Innsbruck since being appointed as the new
ambassador of the State of Israel to Austria. Former Ambassador Talya Lador-Fresher returned
to Jerusalem to work as Head of bureau for European affairs at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Ambassador Rodgold previously served as Director of the Information and Visual Media Department, Public Diplomacy Division at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Jerusalem. He speaks
excellent German.
H.E. Rodgold was welcomed by the Dean of the Faculty of Philosophy
and History, Prof. Dirk Rupnow, Prof. Ivo Hajnal, Academic Director
of AIANI, Dr. Noam Zadoff, Assistant Professor in Israel Studies
at the University of Innsbruck as well as AIANI Coordinator Dr.
Marion Wieser in front of the university near the memorial for
the fallen members of the university community of both world
wars as well as the memorial to commemorate the members
of the resistance group “Die Weiße Rose”. One member of the
group, Christoph Probst, was a student of the University of
Innsbruck. On the occasion of its 350th anniversary in 2019,
the University of Innsbruck invited Vorarlberg artist Wolfgang
Flatz to create an artistic intervention at the monument - as
a sign of an open and self-critical approach to its own history.
Dean Prof. Rupnow explained the history behind the memorial to
Ambassador Rodgold.Then a meeting with Rektor Tilmann Märk and
some invited guests took place in the Senate Room of the University. In
attendance was also Dr. Esther Fritsch, Honorary President of the Jewish Community of Tirol
and Vorarlberg, as well as the Rektor of the Management Center Innsbruck (MCI), Prof. Andreas
Altmann. A fruitful and productive discussion about future plans and projects as well as the
collaboration between AIANI and the Embassy in Vienna took place.
AIANI also organized a meeting between H.E. Ambassador Rodgold and Israeli students and
faculty members from the European Forum at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem who came
that very day to participate in a joint excursion together with students from the University of
Innsbruck (see report on page 12 - 13). The Ambassador also met with Innsbruck students who
already spent a semester in Israel.
AIANI is hoping to welcome the Ambassador back very soon.
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Lecture by Dr. Noam Zadoff, University of Innsbruck, on “Guilt,
Shame and Continuity of Generations: Joseph Weiss, Amos Weiss
and Gershom Scholem“, National Library of Israel,
Jerusalem, June 24, 2021 - online
On June 24, 2021, Dr. Noam Zadoff held a virtual lecture on “Guilt, Shame and Continuity of
Generations: Joseph Weiss, Amos Weiss and Gershom Scholem” at the National Library of
Israel, Jerusalem.
Dr. Zadoff talked about the relationship between the Jewish German-Israeli Kabbalah researcher Gershom Scholem and his beloved student Joseph Weiss, a prominent researcher of the
Hassidic Movement, as a father-son relationship. In his lecture, Zadoff focused on feelings of
shame and guilt as bonding and separating elements in the way fathers and sons perceive each
other’s roles. Through this understanding a continuity of generations can be created, which
is not necessarily biological, but relies on needs and feeling of responsibility from both sides.
The full virtual lecture (in Hebrew) can be found on the Youtube channel of the National Library
Israel.
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Joint Excursion between the University of Innsbruck and the
European Forum at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, June
26 - July 4, 2021
From June 26 to July 4, 2021, an excursion jointly organised by the University of Innsbruck and
the European Forum at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem took place in Tyrol for the very first
time. The idea developed out of the close partnership between the two universities, which
has existed for several years and included a preparatory course part
offered for Innsbruck and Israeli students before a joined high
mountain hike from the Ötztal to the Schnalstal valley.
The course was organized and offered by the Department of
History and European Ethnology at the University of Innsbruck, under the direction of Professor Kurt Scharr. On the
Jerusalem´s side, it was Sociology Professor Gili Drori, Director
of the European Forum, and Elisheva Moatti, Administrative
Director of the European Forum, who coordinated the course
and excursion.
Students from both universities had prepared intensively for the excursion during the semester with special topics ranging from the history of tourism to energy and alpine farming to the
history of mountaineering. During the five-day excursion, which was largely on foot (a total of
70 km were covered), the participants gave brief presentations on specific topics and discussed
them. Preparatory course meetings were held online for the students from Israel due to the
pandemic travel restrictions, but the excursion could actually take place as planned.
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Cross-border teaching
The excursion first led to the Ötztal (Umhausen, Vent, Sölden). Here the focus was
on questions concerning the history of the
cultural landscape as well as current problems of the settlement area at the upper border of the region. On the third day,
the group, heavily packed with backpacks,
moved in the high alpine terrain, with the
destination Similaunhütte at 3.019 m and
Tisenjoch at 3.200 m. The Similaun was the
place where the so called iceman “Ötzi” had
been discovered in September of 1991.
A short night at the hut was followed by a long descent into the South Tyrolean Schnals Valley
on the Italian side of the mountain, with a stop in Karthaus, the former Carthusian monastery
and now the main town of the valley, and a visit to the Archeo-Parc (an open-air museum on the
prehistory and early history of this mountain region). The final day was dedicated to the town
of Merano, where a special exhibition on “South Tyrol in historical maps” was visited at Tyrol
Castle. After the excursion through the Alpine mountains, the group returned to Innsbruck.
All in all, the excursion offered not only
self-evident academic contents, which
could be directly experienced and applied
locally, but also a welcome, joyful, fun
personal experience for all participants,
especially after long months of social distancing. It was a wonderful opportunity
to bring together students from different fields of study, different cultures,
countries and personal backgrounds for
interesting discussions, personal encounters and new friendships, which are easily
made during a hike through the Alps!
AIANI wants to thank Prof. Scharr for his commitment and dedication to this special project
as well as Elisheva Moatti for co-organizing this program with us. We hope this was just the
beginning for more joint adventures and encounters over the next years.

Text and Photo Credits: Prof. Kurt Scharr/participants
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AIANI Virtual Exchange Initiative: Online Course “International
Business Negotiations“, Att. Assaf Ben-David, LL.M., Reichman
University (former IDC Herzliya College), Summer Semester 2021
Out of necessities triggered by the pandemic as well as to booster
virtual exchange possibilities, AIANI organized a very special course
in the summer semester 2021. The course “International Business
Negotiations“ was organized in collaboration with Assaf Ben-David from the Reichman University in Israel, the Law School of the
University of Innsbruck and the Peking University in China. It was a
unique opportunity for students to gain insight into the dynamics
of negotiating and structuring international business transactions,
learn about the role that lawyers and business advisors play in these
negotiations and take part in actual negotiations. The course was
a prime example of a virtual exchange format, being taught from
Israel and the US, while the students in Innsbruck were negotiating
with students in China. A truly international experience, without the
need to travel! Read what some of the students had to say about the
course in the comments below.

Statements of some of the students:
The interaction with the lecturer and between
the teams was something I have never experienced at the University. It was one of most interesting aspects of the course. The possibility to
implement the gained knowledge in the context
of a simulation was another highlight.

Att. Assaf Ben-David,
LL.M, is a commercial lawyer, specializing in Startups and
a lecturer in Entrepreneurship, Law &
International business negotiations at
Harry Radzyner Law
School at our partner institution the
Reichman University
(former IDC Herzliya
College) in Israel.
Teamwork and communication were
amazing. It was impressive to see how
everybody took the
negotiation simulation seriously.
I would definitely
check the box „team
work“ as successful.

The course, overall, was very challenging (...) I really appreciated the possibility to step out of my comfort zone. Moreover, it was amazing to negotiate
with a team that is acutally based in a foreign country (not just simulation).
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AIANI-Fellowship for Dr. Romain Jammal-Abboud, Zefat Academic
College and Tel Aviv University School of Social Work, September
2021
AIANI was pleased to welcome Dr. Romain Jammal-Abboud to the University of Innsbruck in
September 2021. Dr. Jammal-Abboud was invited by Prof. Alfred Berger, head of the Department
of Educational Science at the University of Innsbruck. Together they are working on a research
project investigating the short- and long-term effects of different
parenting practices in late childhood on adolescents’ and
young adults’ psychosocial development.
Dr. Jammal-Abboud‘s research and practice are devoted to culture-sensitive social work education and
the welfare and health of children and families at
risk in Israel. In her research, Dr. Jammal-Abboud
specifically focuses on the development of professional identity of social workers coming from different cultures and working in multicultural contexts.
Currently, she is working as a lecturer and head of
the Field Studies Unit at the School of Social Work
at Zefat Academic College as well as lecturer and the
coordinator in the Field of Child and Youth Studies at the
School of Social Work at Tel Aviv University.
The visit of Dr. Jammal-Abboud provided the opportunity to
exchange on culture-sensitive social work. She presented her work to the members of the
Department of Educational Science at the University of Innsbruck. She was also invited to discuss her research with the head of the Department of Social Work at the Management Center
Innsbruck (MCI). In addition, her visit gave the opportunity to progress on two joint research
and publication projects.

Dr. Jammal-Abboud‘s stay
was supported by the City
of Innsbruck.
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“Israel Studies“ at the University of Innsbruck, 2021
In his second year as Assistant Professor in Israel Studies
at the University of Innsbruck, Dr. Noam Zadoff from the
Department of Contemporary History, had a busy year.
Despite limited travel possibilities due to the pandemic,
Dr. Zadoff invited guest lecturers and lectured himself
(see also pages 6-9, 11, 21, 22), beside teaching four
courses in Israel Studies.

The following courses were taught in Israel Studies:
• Sources and Studies in Contemporary History: Zionism and Science
• Historical Excursion: Vienna (including examples of historic sites, museums, places of
remembrance, etc.)
• Contemporary History: Zionism and the State of Israel: A History of Ideas
• Seminar with Bachelor-Thesis in Contemporary History: Jewish History in (Auto)Biography
The courses were well-received among the students, with full enrolment in all courses.
Dr. Zadoff also worked closely with AIANI on other projects and gave interested outgoing
students insights into current Israeli affairs, historical perspectives and society.

Guest Lecture by Dr. Daniel Mahla from the University of Munich, on “A
Piece of Europe in the Middle-East? Israel and the Eurovision Song Contest“,
January 11, 2021 - online
On January 11, Dr. Daniel Mahla from the University of Munich held his online lecture: “A Piece
of Europe in the Middle-East? Israel and the Eurovision Song Contest“. This lecture was organized in collaboration with the research colloquium of the History Department at the University
of Innsbruck.
In his lecture, Dr. Mahla offered a survey of
Israel‘s participation at the Eurovision Song
Contest, focusing on the four times it had won
the contest (1978, 1979, 1998 and 2018). By showing video clips and analyzing the songs‘ texts
and contexts, Mahla convincingly showed how
this contest can be seen as a laboratory for the
mutual perceptions and relationships of Israel
and Europe.
Dr. Noam Zadoff introduced Dr. Mahla and chaired the discussion that followed the lecture.
© Wikimedia
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Israel Studies at the University of Innsbruck in Austrian Media
On April 4, 2021, the newspaper “Kleine Zeitung” published the article on “Gesellschaftlicher
Wandel im Heiligen Land“ in which the author interviewed Dr. Noam Zadoff on social change
in Israel.
Dr. Zadoff explained how the history of the state of Israel has been shaped by the war against
its neighboring countries and by the consecutive integration into society of Jewish immigrant
groups, arriving to Israel from all over the world. He claimed that Israel’s society went through
a massive change: from a “melting pot“ model“ in its earlier years into a “salad bowl“ society.
According the “melting pot model“ a new homogenious society should be created as an outcome of the integration of different immigrant groups. The wars against neighboring countries
enhanced this process by strengthening the bond between Israeli Citizens. Since the wave of
immigration in the early 1990s, that followed the collapse of the Soviet Union, changed Israeli
society towards a “salad bowl“ model, similar to social processes in the USA. This change poses
new challenges for Israeli society today.
On October 3, 2021, the newspaper “Tiroler Tageszeitung” published the article on “Wie der
Konflikt um Land Grenzen in den Köpfen schaff t“ in which Dr. Zadoff talked about the conflict
between Israelis and Palestinians.
The links to the full articles can be found on the AIANI website.
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AIANI-Fellowship for Dr. Tal-Chen Rabinowitch, School of
Creative Arts Therapies, University of Haifa, October 2021
In October 2021, AIANI welcomed Dr. Tal-Chen Rabinowitch from the School of Creative Arts
Therapies, Faculty of Social Welfare and Health Sciences at the University of Haifa to Innsbruck.
Dr. Rabinowitch was hosted by Prof. Tobias Greitemeyer from the Department of Psychology
at the University of Innsbruck. The purpose of the visit was to kick-start a unique and exciting
collaborative research project between Prof. Greitemeyer’s lab and Dr. Rabinowitch‘s lab called
“the music and social development lab“ in Israel.
In this research project, the two
researchers want to study the effects of a synchronous intervention on the social relationships and
behaviors within a group. „Interpersonal synchrony has repeatedly been shown to strengthen
social bonds and enhance positive
social interaction. Dr. Rabinowith
says “However, very few studies
have also explored the potential
negative effects of interpersonal
synchrony, and in particular, inducing hostile or non-collaborative attitudes towards out-group
members.“
During her research visit, Prof.
Greitemeyer and Dr. Rabinowitch
have discussed the details of the
study and trained four research
assistants in running the study.
AIANI thanks the City of Innsbruck
for supporting this AIANI-Fellowship.
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Photo Exhibition and Lecture Series “Promised Land - Israel
between Vision and Reality“

The photo exhibition and lecture series “Promised Land - Israel between Vision and Reality“
deals with the meaning of “Promised Land“ as the land where “milk and honey“ flow and shows
how this meaning can still be traced today in the regional diversity around Jerusalem, both in
nature and in the people living there.
The lectures took and will take place on various dates during the winter semester 2021/2022.
More on the concept of “Promised Land“ as developed for the exhibition can be found on the
AIANI website.

Exhibition Opening on November 10, 2021
AIANI was able to welcome numerous guests to the opening of the photo
exhibition “Promised Land -Israel between Vision and Reality“.
The exhibition opening in attendance by the artist Israel Ariel
took place at the Faculty of Theology of the University of
Innsbruck on November 10, 2021.
Prof. Gabriele Werner-Felmayer from the Institute of Biological Chemistry at the Medical University of Innsbruck
together with Prof. Josef Quitterer from the Department
of Christian Philosophy at the University of Innsbruck,
welcomed the guests.
Photographer Israel Ariel talked about his pictures, the story
behind and his views of the “Promised Land“. In his work, he
mainly aims to show the beauty of diversity and differences of
people and landscapes.
The exhibition will be shown at least until the end of January 2022, on the
1st floor, in the corridor area of the Faculty of Theology.
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Gallery Talk with Israel Ariel on
November 11, 2021
On November 11, 2021, the photographer Israel Ariel was available for an informal talk about
his photograhps. A good number of visitors used this unique opportunity to meet the artist
and chat about his works.
The group met in the Dean‘s Office meeting room at the Faculty of Theology and Dr.
Noam Zadoff moderated the discussion by
asking Israel Ariel about the origins of his
images and motivation as an artist.
It was a lively talk that lasted for almost two
hours. Afterwards, AIANI invited the artist
and some of the guests to a pleasant, informal lunch.
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Guest Lecture by Prof. Gisela Dachs, The Hebrew University of
Jerusalem, on “Die Israelis - zwischen Fragmentierung und Solidarität, Einblicke in das gesellschaftliche
Koordinatensystem“, November 11, 2021 - online
Initially planned as an in-person event, the opening lecture of the lecture series “Promised
Land“ by Prof. Dachs was held online due to the corona situation in Austria in November
2021.
Prof. Dr. Gisela Dachs is a journalist and media scientist. She received her PhD on immigrant
identities and news consumption at Tel Aviv University and has been working for different
newspapers, including “Die Zeit” and “NZZ am Sonntag”,
for more than twenty years. Since 2016, she has been
teaching and researching at the DAAD Center for
German Studies and the European Forum at the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem.
In her talk on “Die Israelis - zwischen Fragmentierung und Solidarität, Einblicke in das
gesellschaftliche Koordinatensystem“ Prof.
Dachs focused on the Israeli society, which
consisted and still consists of very different
groups whose coexistence is characterized
by antagonism in many respects. Prof. Dachs
pointed out the resulting diﬃculties as well as
forms of overlapping aﬃliations.
Dr. Ingrid Böhler and Dr. Noam Zadoff from the
Department of Contemporary History at the University
of Innsbruck welcomed the guests virtually and moderated
the discussion afterwards.
The positive effects of such an online event could be seen in the participation of about 45
people from Austria, Germany and Israel.
All listened to Prof. Dachs‘ interesting talk and many participated in the discussion that followed.
AIANI hopes to welcome Prof. Dachs to Innsbruck as soon as the conditions allow for such a
stay.
The positive effect of an online venue is
that people from afar can join as well.
So did some of our exchange students,
Esther, Ariane and Tabea, who are
spending the winter semester
2021/2022 in Israel.
We hope you can get a great first-hand
insight into the topic during your stay.
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Guest Lecture by Dr. Julie Grimmeisen, Academic Director,
Consulate of the State of Israel, Munich, on “Frauen in
Israel: Soldatinnen und Mütter“, November 22, 2021 - online
The second of the lecture series “Promised Land“ took place on November
22, 2021. Just like the opening lecture, the event was initially planned as an
in-person event, but due to the Covid-19 situation had to be switched to an
online format. Dr. Julie Grimmeisen, Academic Director of the Consulate of
the State of Israel, Munich, talked about “Frauen in Israel: Soldatinnen und
Mütter“.
Dr. Noam Zadoff welcomed the guests and lead through the evening.
In her talk, which was supported by the Research Platform Center Interdisciplinary Gender Studies Innsbruck (CGI) at the University of Innsbruck, Dr.
Grimmeisen first talked about the historical developments of the role of
women in Israeli society. She stated that the Zionist movements at the
beginning of the 20th century aimed to build a society based on equality between the sexes.
With the founding of the state, a number of revolutionary laws were put in place to strengthen the status of women in society. These included compulsory military service for women.
Dr. Grimmeisen then pointed out that Israeli society is still today a very family-oriented society, and that motherhood had always remained one of the main tasks of women. “For a long
time, a traditional division of roles also determined their duties in the Israeli army. Gender
equality in Israel today is complex, like the country itself”, so Dr. Grimmeisen. The lecture
was an introduction to Israel and its society from the perspective of the achievements and
challenges of Israeli women – a very exciting, but often unmentioned, side.

Guest Lecture by Dr. Adi Finkelstein, The Hebrew University of
Jerusalem, on “Disability in Israel: Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Diverse Parts of Israeli Society“, December 2, 2021 online
Dr. Adi Finkelstein from the Department of Nursing, Jerusalem College of
Technology and The Hadassah-Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Faculty
of Medicine, gave the third lecture of the lecture series “Promised Land“
on December 2, 2021. Just like the previous lectures it had to be moved to
the virtual room. Dr. Finkelstein focused in her talk on “Disability in Israel:
Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Diverse Parts of Israeli Society”, on the
situation of people with disabilities in the Arab and ultra-orthodox sector
of Israeli society. She also gave examples of several studies conducted in
these two sectors, especially the ultra-orthodox society. She presented to
the audience a community engagement project carried out by the Jerusalem College of Technology, where students help to promote the rights of
Haredi people with disabilities and their integration into the society. The lecture was moderated by Prof. Lisa Pfahl from the interdisciplinary research field of Disability Studies at the
Department of Education at the University of Innsbruck. The talk took place one day before
the world commemorates the International Day of Persons with Disabilities, initiated by the
United Nations.
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AIANI thanks the following co-organizers, lecturers,
moderators, partners and sponsors for supporting this
event series. A special thank you to:
• ao. Univ.-Prof. Dr. Gabriele Werner-Felmayer, Institute of Biological Chemistry, Medical
University of Innsbruck and Head of the Bioethics Network “Ethucation”
• Dr. Noam Zadoff, Assistant Professor in Israel Studies, Department of Contemporary
History, University of Innsbruck
• ao. Univ.-Prof. Dr. Josef Quitterer, Department of Christian Philosophy, Faculty of Theology,
University of Innsbruck
• Photographer Israel Ariel and his family
• The Förderkreis 1669 of the University of Innsbruck
• The Research Platform Center Interdisciplinary Gender Studies Innsbruck (CGI)
• Förderverein bidok, Innsbruck and Disability Studies, University of Innsbruck
• The Faculty of Theology for hosting the exhibition
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Information Events “Studying at the University of Innsbruck“,
March and November 2021 - online
For the first time, AIANI organized information meetings for interested Israeli students. On
March 22, 2021, the first virtual information event for Israeli students from our partner institutions that are interested in spending a semester abroad at the University of Innsbruck took
place. On November 24, 2021, the second information event took place.
Attendance rates were high, which demonstrates the great interest in studying abroad in
Innsbruck. AIANI wants to offer these online information sessions to future exchange students
next year as well.
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Information Events “Studying abroad in Israel“, April and
November 2021 - online
The virtual AIANI information events for interested students of the University of Innsbruck that
want to study abroad in Israel, had already been very succesful in 2020.
Therefore, AIANI decided to continue with this online format.
In April and November 2021, two virtual information sessions were organized. AIANI informed
interested students about the partner institutions, different exchange programs, scholarship
opportunities and the application process.
The students actively participated and asked a lot of questions, in this way a lively interaction
took place.
In addition to the information events, AIANI team members logged in to various online lectures at the University of Innsbruck to talk about different possibilities and promote a semester
abroad in Israel.
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AIANI Student Activities and Highlights in 2021
Quiz Night with the Embassy of the State of Israel in Austria and the
Consulate General of the State of Israel in Munich, January 2021
Together with the Embassy of the State of Israel in Austria, the Consulate General of the State
of Israel in Munich organized an online get-together that included a virtual get-together that
included an online quiz with questions related to Israel. Students from the Universität Wien,
the Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München, the Universität Heidelberg and AIANI took part
at the virtual event.
It was a fun evening, were new connections between the participants were created.
H.E. Ambassador Mordechai Rodgold and consulat general Sandra Simovich from the Consulate
General of the State of Israel in Munich participated as well. Students had the chance to meet
them both virtually.
Congratulations to Emir, one of AIANI’s former exchange students, who impressed the participants with his knowledge about Israel and won the 2nd prize. Of course, a big thank you to all
AIANI students that joined this evening event.

Visit to the Museum of Tyrolese Popular Art,
February 2021
On February 17, 2021, we invited our incoming students to join us for a visit to the Museum of Tyrolese
Popluar Art.
Due to the ease of the Covid-19 regulations, museum
visits were allowed at that time and we took the opportunity to show them an exhibition in a very old and
traditional museum in Innsbruck. It was great meeting
up with the students in person after two months!
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Farewell-Lunch with Incoming Students, February 2021
Usually, we would have met in person to say goodbye to our incoming students before they fl y
back home to Israel. This year, we organized a virtual lunch to say goodbye to them.
AIANI ordered pizza to their dorm rooms and met via Zoom to have lunch together and talk
about their semester and experience in Innsbruck.
It was a nice gathering and we were happy that despite the unusal circumstances, the students
said they had a great time at the University of Innsbruck.

Visit of H.E. Ambassador Rodgold, June
23, 2021
H.E. Ambassador Mordechai Rodgold visited the
University of Innsbruck for the first time on June
23, 2021. AIANI used this opportunity to invite
former and future outgoing students to meet the
Ambassador at the university. Ambassador Rodgold took the time and talked to the students about
their experience in Israel and the students took the
chance and asked the Ambassador about the current situation and the diplomatic relations between
Israel and Austria.

Student Lunch, June 22, 2021
We met with all outgoing students for the
winter semester 2021/2022 for an online
information session where they received information about the visa process,
housing situation, all further necessary
documents, the Erasmus+ and Joint Study
guidelines etc.
The day after, we met with many of them
for an informal lunch in Innsbruck. They
had the chance to get to know each other
personally before taking on their big adventure - spending the winter semester
at one of our eight different partner institutions in Israel. It was a great time and
lovely to meet them in person, after all the
virtual meetings.
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Welcome and Orientation Days, September/October 2021
On September 29, 2021, AIANI invited the new incoming students to a “Welcome Dinner“ for a
first personal meeting. On the following days, the “AIANI Orientation Days“ took place where
the students got all their paper work done and afterwards, met for an information session to
prepare for their semester abroad in Innsbruck.
AIANI is cheerful to have a record number of exchange students from Israel in Innsbruck and
hopes that they experience a great semester.

Bowling Event with Incoming Students,
October 13, 2021
AIANI celebrated the start of the new and hopefully more
“normal“ semester at the University of Innsbruck by inviting
incoming Israeli students, alumni and local students to an informal get-together on October 13, 2021, in the second week
of the new semester.
The group met during a bowling session, where they had
the chance to get
to know each other
and chat about their
experience so far in
Innsbruck.
They also shared memories from their semester abroad in Israel. The Israeli students used the opportunity
to ask for information and advice for their semester
abroad in Innsbruck.
It was a very fun event, with a good number of strikes
and also prices for the winners.
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Outgoing Student Mobilities to Israel
Not only did we welcome a record number of incoming students at the University of Innsbruck,
but also a record number of outgoing students to our partner institutions in Israel!
Although, this semester is only have way done, we already received some great pictures from
some of our outgoing students.
We want to share some of them here:

„I‘m studying Strategic Management in my Master‘s
and I‘m taking courses at
the Coller School of Management and the first weeks of
lectures were already very
interesting!“

„After spending seven days in quarantine,I
used my free time to explore Jerusalem with
some new friends before classes started in
mid-October. (...) I‘m very happy to be in Israel and I‘m looking forward to travel through
Israel in the upcoming weeks!

„We are all spending the winter semester in Tel Aviv. So far, we already
made several weekend trips to different regions in Israel and also made
quite a lot of new friends! We are loving it here!“
We want to thank all students for sending us these
great pictures and wish them a wonderful time in
Israel!

AIANI Erasmus+ 2021 Student and Staff Mobilities
2021 was yet another very diﬃcult year for all Erasmus+ activities, projects and mobilities.
Due to the diﬃcult situation, the travel restrictions (especially to Israel) and the switch to
online courses by the University of Innsbruck as well as all partner institutions in Israel,
AIANI decided with a heavy heart to cancel student mobilities to and from Israel for the
summer semester 2021. It turned out to be a hard, but right decision, as a regular study
abroad experience would not have been possible at all in both countries. A new call went
out for the winter semester 2021-2022 with a record high number of applications. In the
end, 16 students from the University of Innsbruck and 16 from Israeli institutions could
embark on a semester abroad journey in September and October 2021. An even number of incoming and outgoing students for the first time and a great signal that AIANI´s
student program is a success story, despite the dire circumstances!
With Erasmus+ Staff Mobilities, AIANI tried to be more flexible and to allow mobilities to
be carried out whenever possible. But also here, it was mainly impossible to schedule and
to keep plans alive throughout 2021. Most mobilities were postponed. Unfortunately, the
EU decided to not issue a call in 2021, which means less mobilities will be available until
at least 2023. But the program will continue with a new call in 2022.
We hope to pick all of postponed mobilities up as soon as possible and to issue a new university wide call in the first quarter of 2022. The originally planned new start in December
2021 needed – once again – to be postponed. AIANI is hoping for 2022!

The Austria-Israel Academic Network Innsbruck thanks all
Partners and Sponsors for their support!

